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Draft Amendments of a Scheme laid before Parliament pursuant to Section 2 
of, and the First Schedule to, the Agricultural Marketing Act, 1958. for 
Approval by Resolution of each House of Parliament. 

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING ACT. 1958 



POTATO MARKETING SCHEME, 195S 



Explanatory Notes on the draft amendments of the 
Potato Marketing Scheme laid before Parliament 

Amendment 1 



This amendment , permits the Board, in granting exemptions to regis- 
tered producers from provisions of the Scheme to attach such conditions 
to an exemption as it may prescribe, for example the keeping of records 
or the provision of returns. 



Amendment 2 

This amendment makes a registered producer liable to penalties for 
false statements in information supplied to the Board for the purposes 
of paragraph 84 of the Scheme (see Amendment 3 below). 



Amendment 3 

This amendment substitutes a new paragraph for the existing para- 
graph 84 of the Scheme. 

Sub-paragraph (1) has a minor drafting change. 

Sub-paragraph (2) raises the maximum rate of the ordinary annual 
contribution from £1 to £3 per acre and the maximum rate of excess 
acreage contribution in any year from £10 to £25 per acre ; and provides 
that for these purposes a fraction of an acre shall be rounded up to the 
nearest quarter of an acre, instead of to the nearest acre, as previously. 

Sub-paragraph (3) provides that the maximum rate of the ordinary 
annual contribution may be raised above £3 per acre if a poll of regis- 
tered producers shows specified majorities in favour of the proposed 
alteration. 



Sub-paragraph (4) enables the Board to reduce the ordinary contribu- 
tion per acre in respect of potatoes lifted early in the season. 

Sub-paragraph (5) provides that a registered producer’s liability for 
acreage contributions, depends solely on acreage “ planted ” instead of on 
“acreage planted for harvesting”. 

Sub-paragraph (6) enables the Board to prescribe “ exceptional cir- 
cumstances ” in which the excess acreage contribution may be waived 
or reduced in particular cases ', and to waive or reduce the contribution 
of any registered producer who satisfies the Board that such circum- 
stances apply to him and were unavoidable. 

Sub-paragraph (7) enables the Board to assess the acreage of potatoes 
planted in the case of any registeiied producer who has failed to make a 
sufficient return ; provided that they first notify the .producer and consider 
any information he supplies within 21 days. 

Sub-paragraph (8) remains as at present in the Scheme, althou^ re- 
numbered. 

Sub-paragraph (9) enables the Board to prescribe the place where 
acreage contributions are payable (and not merely the date fox payment). 
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Draft of Amendments of the toTAIo Ma&kEting Scheme, 195S, LaiIS 
' before Parliament pursuant to Section 2 of, and the First 
Schedule to. the Agricultural Marketing Act, 1958, for Approval 
BY Resolution of each House of Parliament. 



The Potato Marketing Scheme, 1955, shall be amended as follows; — 

1. By adding after sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph 69 thereof a new sub- 
paragraph as follows — 

“ (3) Any exemption under either of the foregoing sub-paragraphs 
shall be subject to such conditions as the Board may from time to time 
prescribe, including, without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, 
conditions as to the marking of potatoes, the obtaining of declarations 
from buyers, the making of records, the keeping of such records and 
declarations for a reasonable time and the production of them to the 
Board, and the rendering to the Board of returns and information.” 

2. By inserting in sub-paragraph (1) (a) of paragraph 83 after the word 
“ therewith,” the words — 



“ or in furnishing to the Board any information relating to potatoes 
which may be required by the Board for the purposes of paragraph 84 
of this Scheme,” 



3. By substituting for paragraph 84 thereof the following paragraph— 

“ 84.^1) Subject to the provisions of this paragraph, the Board may 
from time to time by prescriptive resolution require every registered 
producer to contribute to the fund such sums as the Board may determine 
to be necessary for the operation of this Scheme. 



(2) The Board shall not require any registered producer to contribute 
in respect of any calendar year sums which exceed the aggregate of: 

(a) an ordinary contribution at the rate of £3 per acre, and propor- 
tionately for each quarter of an acre, (or such greater rate as may 
be approved on a poU in accordance with sub-paragraph (3) of 
this paragraph), of the acreage of potatoes planted in that calendar 
year on land m his occupation at noon on such day in the month 
o-f May or June in that year as the Board prescribe, and 
(h) An excess acreage contribution at the rate of £25 per acre and 
proportionately for each quarter of an acre, of the excess acreage 
m the case of a producer who. if the year is a quota year has 
exceeded his quota acreage in that year. 



(3) The maximum rate of ordinary oontribution may be increased from 
£3 ;^r acre to such greater rate as may be approved on a poill of regis- 
tered producers the result of which shows that there have voted in favour 
of such greater rate (a) not less than two-thirds of the registered nro- 
ducers votmg on toe poll, and (b) registered producers who are capable 
of producing no^t less than two-thirds of toe quantity oi potatoes which 

producing. 

Part IV of this Scheme shaU apply to any poll held for the purposes of 
^s provision as rt apphes to a poll held in connection with a proposal 
for toe amentoent or revi^tion of this Scheme, except that paragraph 49 
““ber of registered producers to ^ sK 
m the certificate provided for m sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph 51 shall 
be the number of registered producers who voted in favour of toe greater 
rate and against it r^pectively. Such certificate and any copy thereof 
purporting to be certified in writing by toe Chairman or We?Chairman 
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or Secretary ot the Board to be a true copy shall be conclusive evidence 
of the result of the poll and that the poll was duly held. - - 

(4) Where, as respects all or a specified part of the acreage applicable 
in the case of any registered producer for the purposes of ordinary 
contribution in respect of any calendar year, the registered producer 
satisfies the Board by such date and in such manner as the Board may 
require that on or before the relevant date the potatoes planted thereon 
had been lifted, then the rate of ordinary_ contribution in respect of that 
acreage shall be reduced by such proportion as the Board may prescribe 
of the rate per acre which would otherwise apply. 

In this sub-paragraph, the expression “ the relevant date ” means such 
date as the Board prescribe for the year in question. 

(5) For the purposes of this paragraph: 

(a) the Board shall not later than the 31st August in every calendar 
year prescribe whether or not the next ensuing calendar year is to 
be a quota year ; 

(b) a registered producer shall be deemed to_ have exceeded his quota 
acreage in any calendar year if that year is a quota year and there 
has been planted in that year on land in his occupation at noon 
on such day in the month of May or June in that year as the 
Board prescribe an acreage of potatoes exceeding his quota acreage 
for that year (calculated as at that time and in accordance with 
the provisions of Schedule D of this Scheme). 

(6) (a) Without prejudice to the powers of the Board under the fore- 
going provisions of this paragraph and under paragraph 69 of this 
Scheme, the Board may from time to time prescribe a class or classes of 
exceptional circumstances for the purposes of this sub-paragraph. 

(6) Where the Board have so prescribed, any registered producer who 
sajtisfies the Board by such date and in such manner as the Board may 
require that, for reasons beyond his control which could not reasonably 
be foreseen, any such exceptional circumstances apply to him. and who 
complies with such conditions as the Board may require, shall be reliev^, 
either wholly or to such extent as the Board may prescribe, from liability 
for payment of any sum or sums by way of excess acreage contribution 
which would otherwise be payable by him. 

(7) If the Board are unable to obtain from any registered producer a 
sufficient return of the acreage of potatoes planted in any calendar year 
he shall, if the Board think fit, be treated as it the acreage ot potatoes 
planted in that calendar year on land in his occupation at the material 
time was such acreage as the Board may think proper, having regard to 
such information (it any) as may be in the possession of the Board 
whether in respect of that calendar year or any previous calendar year : 
Provided that before taking action under this sub-parag«ph, the Board 
shall send the producer concerned notice that the Board propose to do 
so and the Board shall have regard to any information which may be 
supplied to the Board by the producer within 21 days of the sending 
of such notice. 

(8) Where a registered producer offers to sell potatoes to the Board, 
the Board may (whether or not the Board purchases the potatoes) charge 
to the re^stered producer a sum representing suoh expenses as the Board 
consider are reasonably attributable . to the. inspection of such,- potatoes 
by ot on behalf of the Board and' the Board inay r'equire the' producer 
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to pay such expenses or any part thereof to the Board before such 
inspection is made. 

(9) Any sum required by the Board to be contributed by a registered 
producer under this paragraph shall be payable on such date or dates 
and at such place or places as the Board may prescribe and shall be 
recoverable as a debt due to the Board.” 



'A. effect 
4 
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THE POTATO MARKETING SCHEME, 1955 
Extract showing relevant paragraphs as hy the draft amendment amended 

Note ; The draft amendments are shown in heavy type. 

Exemptions 

69.— (1) The Board may from time to time prescribe that any class or 
description of producers or sales shall for such period a.s may be fixed by 
the Board be exempt from such of the provisions of this Soheme as the 
Board may specify in the prescription. 

(2) Any sale for export outside Great Britain of seed potato^ certified 
under any certification scheme administered by any Government Departmeiit 
shall (provided that the seller has satisfied the Board that the sale is such 
a sale as aforesaid) be exempt from the provisions of paragraphs 71 to 76 
of this fcheme. 

(3) Any exemption under either of the foregoing snh-paragraphs shall 
be subject to such conditions as the Board may from time to time prescnhe, 
including, without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, conditions 
as to the marking of potatoes, the obtaining of declarations from buyers, the 
making of records, the keeping of such records and declarations for a 
reasonable time and the production of them to the Board, and the rendering 
to the Board of returns and information. 

Penalties 

83. (1) (a) If any registered producer fails without reasonable excuse 
to comply with any demand or requirement made by the Board in pursu- 
ance of paragraph 81 of this Scheme, or if he knowingly or recklessly 
makes any false statement in complying therewith or in furnishing to the 
Board any information relating to potatoes which may be required by the 
Board for the purposes of paragraph 84 of this Scheme, or if he obstructs 
or interferes with any person duly authorised by the Board under para- 
graph 82 (1) of this Scheme, the Disciplinary Committee hereinafter 
described shall impose upon him and the Board shall recover from him 
such monetary penalty not exceeding two hundred pounds as that 
Committee thiiik just. 

(6) If any registered producer contravenes any prescription made by the 
Board pursuant to the provisions of paragraphs 71. 72, 73 or 75 of this 
Scheme, the Disciplinary Committee shall impose upon him pd the Board 
shall recover from him such monetary penalty not exceeding £100 or a 
sum representing £5 per acre of his potato acreage, whichever is the greater, 
as that Committee think just. 

(c) No such penalty shall be imposed in respect of any such contravention 
as aforesaid which constitutes an offence under any Act other than the 
Act of 1931. 

(2) (a) There shall be a Committee of the Board, to be known as the 
Disciplinary Committee, constituted, at each sitting thereof, of not less than 
four nor more than six members of the Board and a chairman who is not 
a member of the Board but is an independent person who is a barrister 
of not less than seven years’ standing, an advocate of not less than seven 
years’ standing, or a solicitor of not less than seven years’ standing and 
is approved by the Minister. 

(6) No penalty shall be imposed on a registered producer pursuant to 
this paragraph except after a hearing by the said Committee and by the 
decision thereof taken in accordance with the opinion of the majori;ty_ of 
the members thereof, so however that if there is an equal division of opinion 
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on any question the opinion of the chairman shall prevail. At any such 
n^ing the producer shall be entitled to appear and be heard in person 
or by counsel or solicitor or by any other person authorised by him. 

(c) Notice of the time and place of every such hearing and a written 
statement of fte charge against the producer in question shall be served 

beSS ”ay ofle hS'' 

occ?nS’™,^'^lt7 be imposed for any such contravention which 
o^Sge ^ ^ service of the said written statement 

to^or^^^d^^Mm of charge against a producer has been sent 

t J f aforesaid and the charge is withdrawn or not 

subsmntiated before the said Committee the Board shall have the newer 

to *the nrorf Committee may decide the duty to make pajm^nts 

o the producer in respect of his costs in connection with the chm^ 

(f) The said Committee, if they find that a contravention has occurred 
Sonthr^°°®,‘^^ imposition of a penalty for a period not exceeding twelve 

writte^nXe rf every hearing by the Disciplinary Committee. 

°f decision shall be sent to the registered producer in 

after tbe date on which 

to arbittath.** “"‘^ce to the Board referring the matto 

so reWd no nro®"^ provisions of this Scheme, and. if the matter is 
so referred no proceedings shall be taken by the Board otherwise than for 

“w?,r= 

such variation. Board shall thereupon give effect to any 

(i) The provisions of sub-paragraphs f2i (b) and foi M on,i t 
paragraph shall apply to eveTy^such tohearinl® ^ 

be^'^id to*Se^Boato l^yVSston ®'"r ^ required to 

a debt due to the Boar^ anlTrecoverL^^^^ 
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Contributions by Registered Producers 

84. — (1) Subject to the provisions o£ this paragraph, the Board may from 
time to time by prescriptive resolution require every registered producer to 
contribute to the fund such sums as the Board may determine to he 
necessary for the operation of this Scheme. 

(2) The Board shall not require any registered producer to contribute in 
respect of any calendar year sums which exceed the aggregate of : 

(a) an ordinary contribution of £3 per acre, and proportionately for 
each quarter of an acre, (or such greater rate as may be approved on 
a poll in accordance with sub-paragraph (3) of this paragraph), of 
the acreage of potatoes planted in that calendar year on land in his 
occupation at noon on such day in the month of May or June in that 
year as the Board prescribe, and 

(b) an excess acreage contribution of £25 per acre, and proportionately 
for each quarter of an acre, of the excess acreage in the case of a 
producer who, if the year is a quota year, has exceeded his quota 
acreage in that year. 

(3) The maximum rate of ordinary contribntion may be increased from 
£3 per acre to such greater rate as may be approved on a poll of registered 
producers the result of which shows that there have voted in favour 
o^f such greater rate (a) not less than two-thirds of the registered producers 
voting on the poll, and (b) registered producers who are capable of producing 
not less than two-thirds of the quantity of potatoes wMch all the registeMO 
producers voting on the jfoll are capable of producing. Part Iv of this 
Scheme shall apply to any poU held for the purposes of this provision as 
it applies to a poU held in connection with a proposal for the amendment 
or revocation of this Scheme, except that paragraph 49 shall not apply 
and that the number of registered producers to be shown in the certihcate 
provided for in sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph 51 shall be the number 
of registered producers who voted in favour of the greater rate and against 
it respectively. Such certificate and any copy thereof pmportmg to be 
certified in writing by the Chairman or Vice-Cha«man or Secretmy of toe 
Board to be a true copy shall be conclusive evidence o£ the result of the 
poll and that the poU was duly held. 

(4) Where, as respects all or a specified part of the acreage apphcaWe 

in the case of any registered producer for the purposes of ““J?" 

button in respect of any calendar year, the registered producer satires toe 
Board bv such date and in such manner as toe Board may respire toat 
on or before the relevant date toe potatoes planted hereon had been 
lifted then the rate of ordinary contribution m respect of that 
shau’be rednced by such proportion as the Board may prescribe of toe 
rate per acre which would odierwise apply- , v. 

In this sub-paragraph, toe expression “ toe relevant date means such 
date as the Board prescribe for the year m question. 

(5) For the purposes of this paragraph ; 

(a) the Board shall not later than the 31st Angust in every calendar year 
^ y^cribe whether or not toe next ensumg calendar year is to be a 

tb?T registered producer shaU be deemed to have exceeded his quota 
^ Lreagrta ^y catendar year if that year is a quota year and there has 
acrea^ in y occupation at noon on such 

Srin th“ month of May or June in that year as the 8“"^ prescnl^ 
an^ acreage of potatoes exceeding his quota acreage for that yem 
“alXed afaftoat time and in accordance with toe provisions of 

Schedule D of this Scheme). 
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(6) (a) Without prejudice to the powers o£ the Board under the {oregoing 
provisions o£ this paragraph and under paragraph 69 o£ this Scheme, the 
Board may from time to time prescribe a class or classes o£ exceptional 
circumstances £or the purposes o£ this suh-paragraph. 

(h) Where the Board have so prescribed, any registered producer who 
satisfies the Board by such date and in such manner as the Board may 
require that, £or reasons beyond his control which could not reasonably be 
£oreseen, any such exceptional circumstances apply to him, and who com- 
plies with such conditions as the Board may require, shaU he relieved, 
either wholly or to such extent as the Board may prescribe, £rom liahiUty 
£or payment o£ any sum or sums hy way o£ excess acreage contribution 
which would otherwise he payable by him. 

(7) IE the Board arc unable to obtain £rom any registered producer a 
sufficient return o£ the acreage o£ potatoes planted in any calendar year 
he shall, i£ the Board think fit, be treated as if the acreage o£ potatoes 
planted in that calendar year on land m his occupation at the material 
time was such acreage as the Board may think proper, having regard to 
such information (if any) as may be in the possession of the Board whether 
in respect of that calendar year or any previous calendar year : Provided 
that before taking action under this sub-paragraph, the Board shall send 
the producer concerued notice that the Board propose to do so and the 
Board shaU have regard to any information which may be supplied to the 
Board by the producer within 21 days of the sending of such notice. 

(8) Where a registered producer offers to sell potatoes to the Board, the 
Board may (whether or not the Board purchases the potatoes) charge to the 
registered producer a sum representing such expenses as the Board consider 
are reasonably attributable to the inspection of such potatoes by or on 
behalf of the Board and the Board may require the producer to pay such 
expenses or any part thereof to the Board before such inspection is made. 

(9) Any sum required by the Board to be contributed by a registered 
producer under this paragraph shaU be payable on such date or dates and 
at such place or places as the Board may prescribe and shall he recoverable 
as a debt due to the Board. 
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Draft Amendments of a Scheme laid before Parliament pursuant to Section 2 
of and the First Schedule to, the Agricultural Marketing Act, 1958, for 
Approval by Resolution of each House of Parliament. 

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING ACT, 1958 



POTATO MARKETING SCHEME, 1955 

Explanatory Notes on the draft amendments of the 
Potato Marketing Sdieme laid before Parliament 

CORRECTION 

Page 5, line 2 

for: Extract showing relevant paragraphs as by the draft amendment amended 
read: Extract showing relevant paragraphs as amended by the draft amend- 
ments 
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